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Sacred Heart Statue 


This statue, ornate in appearance, has a receptacle at the base for 
a Vigil Light Glass, which makes it convenient and attractive for home 
devotions. One statue (13 inches in height), one Ruby Glass, and one 
dozen Vigil Lights will be sent, postage paid, on receipt of $2.50. 
a Please Order From: 
WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO.., Inc. 


162 N. Franklin Street, Chicago, I. 





Infant of Prague Pencil 


ever-sharp pencil of unbreakable ma- 

terial, in a snowy-white, opaque finish, 
set off by gold plated trimmings and bearing 
an image of the Infant of Prague in delicate 
blue, with the inscription: ‘“‘The more you 
honor Me, the more I will bless you.”’ 

Bach pencil carries a large supply of 
lead and an extra eraser. Good service and 
durability guaranteed. The pencil will serve as a frequent reminder 
to honor the Divine Infant who so graciously rewards those who 
venerate Him and will certainly become one of its owner’s most 
cherished possessions. $1.00 each, postpaid. Order from: — 

Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 


er will be delighted with this beautiful 





Church Fabrics 
Cloth of Gold Gold Brocades 
Silk Damask Brocades 
Woven Emblems and Satin Orphreys to Match 


All liturgically correct as to design and color. 


Immediate deliveries. 
Chomas A. Blake 


“House of Ecclesiastical Materials” 
366 Fifth Avenue, New York 1, N. Y. 


Fabernacle and Purgatory 

Printed and published monthly in English and in German by the 
Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, under the 
supervision of a Benedictine Father, f 

Subscription Price: $1.00 per year, or $2.00 for three years. 
Foreign countries: $1.25 per year, or $2.50 for three years. 

intered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office 
at Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. Ac- 
ceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 
1108, Act of October 3, 1917, authorized July 17, 1918. 
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For 1 Subscription 


Infant of Prague Torpedo Pencil — 
You will find this DeLuxe Style 


2-Way pencil holder very handy for 
carrying a pencil.in your pocket or 
purse. It is made of white plastic 
material with an image of the Infant 
Jesus of Prague imprinted on it in 
blue, and the inscription: The more 
you honor Me, the more I will bless 
you. The holder is designed so that 
the pencil may be inserted in two 
different ways for writing, according 
to one’s preference for a longer or a 
shorter pencil. Eraser and pencil 
come with. each holder. OR: — 


Booklet — Choice of: “Words of 
Consolation for the Sick and Afflict- 
ed’? — a booklet to console, inspire 
and sanctify those who suffer; or: 
“The Divine Drama’ — a beautiful 
appreciation in verse of Holy Mass; 
or: “Indulgenced Prayers and As- 

”* — an excellent collection 
of short prayers to assist the user in frequently lifting up the 
heart to God. OR: — 


Packet of Assorted Bookmarks — Attractively printed, 
with encouraging verses, spiritual thoughts and sayings of 


the saints. 
For 2 Subscriptions 


Treasures of the Mass — A splendid explanation of the 
prayers, ceremonies and symbolism of the Mass. A convert 
says of it: “It is so clearly presented, beautifully illustrated, 
and so Divinely, yet humanly expressed, that it makes our 
Blessed Lord so close in Mass one can almost hear Him breath- 
ing on the altar.” OR: — ° 


Picture of Pius XII — A beautiful likeness of His Holiness 
lithographed in contrasting colors and mounted on a red back- 
ing. 10x13 inches. 




















Please mention choice of premium. 





Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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The Circumcision of Jesus 


On January Ist the Church celebrates the Mystery of the Circumcision 
of Jesus, when in His tender infancy He shed the first drops of His Precious 
Blood for our salvation. Let us venerate this Mystery in the spirit of the 
saints of all ages. They adored our Divine Savior with the greatest love 
as they contemplated the first shedding of His Blood, a few drops of which 
would have saved the whole universe. Let us adore with Mary and St. 
Joseph, and the holy angels, who witnessed the Mystery. Let us also 
adore the holy Name of Jesus conferred on the Infant Savior and offer 
reparation for the many sins of swearing, blasphemy and irreverance com- 
mitted against this most sacred and adorable Name. 

















Fabernacle and Purgatory 





A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the consolation 
of the Poor Souls. Price, $1.00; Canada and Foreign Countries, $1.25. 
Published with ecclesiastical approbation and with the Blessing of Pope Pius XII. 
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“They Found the Child with Mary, His Mother...” 


Hee 


N THE Gospel story of the Epiphany we are told that the Magi found Jesus with 

Mary, His Mother. What joy these words inspire, and how they show forth the 

glory of Mary! For if the Magi recognize Jesus as a King, they also acknowledge 

that His Mother is truly a Queen. Thus Mary appears in their eyes as the Mistress and 

Sovereign of the new kingdom of grace which Jesus has come to establish. They behold Jesus 

weak and small, yet still in reality greatness and omnipotence itself; poor and destitute of all 

things, yet possessing all the wealth of nature, grace and glory; an infant subject by His own 

choice to all the weaknesses of infancy, and nevertheless God eternal, immense, infinite... 

They behold Mary, a simple maiden, and acknowledge her to be what she is in the eyes 

of the angels. They see and venerate in this lowly Virgin the Queen of the world, the all- 

powerful Mistress of heaven and earth, of angels and men; in a word, the Mother of God. 

How happy is he who finds Jesus and Mary, fully entering into their mysteries! But 

immensely greater is the felicity of the finder of Jesus and Mary who gives himself to Jesus 

by Mary forever, desiring to live always in their holy company, and, like them, to seek in 
all things the glory of the Father who is in heaven. 
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PEP LIS 
HY kingdom come! May it increase, be exalted and 
made perfect!’’ This is what we must wish Our Lord on 
this first day of the year; that He may be loved and 





known where He is unloved and unknown; that all 
may complete in themselves the work of His Incarnation and Redemption. 

Wish Our Lord good priests, true apeciles, those apostolic priests 
who remake a world and give new kingdoms to God. This ought to 
be our continual prayer. 

May the kingdom of Our Lord come in you, in your soul! Give 
thanks to God forever if you wish to remain forever in the peace and 
joy of His service. Look rather on His blessings than on your own 
sufferings, on His grace rather than your weakness, on His love rather 
than your tepidity. Then you will, both by desire and life, attach yourself 
to this amiable goodness. You will follow in the footsteps of this Divine 
P rovidence in all your actions and you will be astonished to find your= 
self thus the occupation of God and even His pre=occupation. This 
view of P rovidence, of goodness and love is the greatest happiness of 
the soul. 

| wish that God may reign in your soul. Observe that | do not 
say devotion, virtue, or even love; but that God may make His king- 
dom in your soul so that it may be your gift to this good Master to 
be all in all with Him as He is all in all with you in the most holy 

" Sacrament of His Love. 

Let us, then, serve Our Lord, let us console Him. Let us en= 

kindle the fire of His love wherever it does not yet burn. Let us labor 


in the kingdom of His love. “tAdveniat regnum tuum, regnum amoris.”’ 


Foe “May Thy kingdom come, the kingdom of Thy love!’ 
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Where Do You Want to Spend 
Your Eternity ? 





HE most important question you can ask yourself is: 
“What will become of me when I die?” Have you 
ever thought of that seriously? 

There are two eternities: Heaven and hell. In 
one of these you will be: either unspeakably happy 
forever and ever, or unspeakably miserable forever and 
ever! ; 

If you would die NOW, where would you go? Remember, you 
may die any time. The way you die, so will be your eternity. But 
the rule is, the way a man lives so shall he die. The exception is 
rare and uncertain. Your death is the echo of your life. If you live 
in the state of grace you are on the road to heaven, but if you live in 
the state of mortal sin, you are on the road to hell. 

Does it pay to throw away heaven and deserve hell for a mo- 
mentary pleasure or a temporal gain? Just think how foolish and 
wicked that is. Temptations will come, but you must fight against 
them, especially by prayer, by often offering up Holy Mass for strength 
and by often receiving the sacraments devoutly; then they will bring 
you an eternal reward. Be on your guard against causing temptations. 
Stay away from bad company, places of doubtful amusements; guard 
your eyes, ears and imagination that you may not think of dangerous 
things. 

Consider the Value of Time 


Every minute you spend well in the state of grace earns for you 
an eternal reward in heaven. But the time you spend in mortal sin 
is lost; and then, think of the great danger, for you walk on the very 
brink of hell and may drop into it by a sudden and unprepared death. 
Therefore, do not waste your time which is so precious. Safety first! 
“Behold, now is the acceptable time, now is the day of salvation” — 
(2 Cor. vi. 2). 

Often consider the words of Jesus Christ: “What does it profit 
a man, if he gain the whole world, and suffer the loss of his soul? 
Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?” (Mark viii. 
36, 37.) Never sell your soul to the devil for a passing pleasure or 
temporal gain, which is foolish and wicked. 
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Receive the Sacraments Often 


Receive the sacraments often, but be sure you receive them well. 
Your salvation depends to a great extent on your confessions; the way 
your confessions are, so will your eternity be. Good confessions lead 
to heaven, bad confessions lead to hell. Therefore be sure you are 
really sorry for your sins and have a firm will to avoid sin and every- 
thing that leads to sin; otherwise you would make a bad confession. 
Often offer up Holy Mass for the grace to make good confessions and 
good Communions. Then your salvation is next to certain. If you 
have any reasonable doubt about your past confessions, be sure to 
make a general confession. You cannot afford to take any risk where 
heaven or hell are at stake. Safety first! 


Use a‘prayer book at Holy Mass (preferably a Missal) and also 
when you receive the sacraments, so that you may know how to get 
real benefit from these heavenly means of grace. Also, be sure to 
make a good intention every morning, uniting all the good you do 
with the holy Passion and Death of Jesus Christ, so that it may become 
very pleasing to God and bring you a great reward in heaven. The 
oftener you renew this good intention the better. 


Remember, the more good you do the happier you will be for all 
eternity, but what you neglect now is lost for all eternity, even if you 
save your soul, for your degree of happiness will be less forever. 
Hence, it is wise to do a lot of good and do it well and in union with 
the infinite merits of Jesus Christ by a good intention and for the 
love of God. Often offer up Holy Mass that God may help you to 
do so. 

Often pray and offer up Holy Mass for the grace of a happy 
death (final perseverance). All is well that ends well! Remember 
the words of Jesus Christ: “But one thing is necessary” (Luke x. 42), 
namely, to save your soul, and again: “What does it profit.a man if he 
gain the whole world and suffer the loss of his soul?” (Mark viii. 36.) 

So where do you want to spend your ETERNITY? Remember, 
you are choosing either heaven or hell right along, depending on 
how you live. Therefore choose wisely! 

If you are young, pray often, especially at Holy Communion and 
Holy Mass, that God may help you to choose that state of life to which 
He has called you. Then it is far easier to save your soul. Perhaps 
God has called you to the religious state (either as a priest, brother 
or sister). It is a great grace to give yourself entirely to God. The 
more you love and serve God the happier you will be for all eternity. 

(Rev. J. W.) 
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To Restore All Things in Christ 


-B--E- 


N HIS first Encyclical to the Bishops of the Catholic world 
upon his accession to the Papal throne (dated Oct. 4, 
1903) Pope Pius X proclaimed that the chief aim of his 
pontificate would be to restore all things in Christ. So 
vital is this program for our times — reiterated in word 
and deed by the several successors of Pope Pius X, — 
that it will be very useful for us to ponder that sacred 

document framed by one who from the Chair of Peter beheld with 

clear vision — by the light of the Holy Spirit — the one great evil 
which, like a deadly cancer, was then and is still eating at the vitals 
of Christian society. 

After a most humble avowal of his unworthiness to assume the 
sublime office of Supreme Shepherd of the flock of Christ, and his 
fear of the formidable burdens of the Pontificate, which he sought to 
avoid with tears and warm entreaties, Pope Pius expresses submission 
to the manifest will of God and then continues: — 


Apostasy from God the Great Evil of the Day 


To omit other motives (for hesitancy to assume the Supreme Pon- 
ificate) We were terrified beyond all else by the disastrous state of 
human society today. For who can fail to see that society is now, more 
than in any past age, suffering from a terrible and deep-rooted malady, 
which, developing every day and eating into its inmost being, is drag- 
ging it to destruction? You understand, venerable brothers, what this 
disease is — apostasy from God, than which in truth nothing is more 
allied with ruin, according to the words of the prophet: “For behold, 
they that go from Thee shall perish” (Ps. Ixxii. 27). We saw, there- 
fore, that in virtue of the ministry of the Pontificate which was to be 
entrusted to Us, We must hasten to find a remedy for this great evil, 
considering as addressed to Us that Divine command: “Lo, I have set 
thee this day over the nations and over kingdoms, to root up, and to 
pull down, and to waste, and to destroy, and to build, and to plant” 
(Jer. i. 10). But, cognizant of Our weakness, We recoiled in terror 
from a task as urgent as it is arduous. 


‘To Restore All Things in Christ 


Since, however, it has been pleasing to the Divine Will to raise 
Our lowliness to such sublimity of power, We take courage in Him 
who strengthens Us, and setting Ourself to work, relying on the power of 
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God, We proclaim that We have no other program in the Supreme 
Pontificate than that “of restoring all things in Christ” (Ephes. i. 10), 
so that “Christ may be all and in all” (Col. iii. 11). Some will cer- 
tainly be found who, measuring Divine things by human standards, 
will seek to discover secret aims of Ours, distorting them to an 
earthly scope and to partisan designs. To eliminate all vain delusion, 
We say to them with emphasis that We do not wish to be, and with 
the Divine assistance never shall be, aught before human society, but 
the minister of God, of whose authority We are the depositary. The 
interests of God are Our interests, and for these We are resolved to 
spend all Our strength and Our very life. Hence, should anyone ask 
Us for a symbol as the expression of Our will, We will give this and 
no other: “Jo renew all things in Christ.” 


The War on God 


In undertaking this glorious task We are greatly quickened by 
the certainty that We shall have all of you, venerable brothers, as 
generous co-operators. Did We doubt it We should have to regard 
you, unjustly, as either unconscious or heedless of that sacrilegious war 
which is now, almost everywhere, stirred up and fomented against 
God. For in truth “the nations have raged and the peoples imagined 
vain things” (Ps. ii. 1) against their Creator, so frequent is the cry 
of the enemies of God: “Depart from us” (Job xxi. 14). And as 
might be expected, We find extinguished among the majority of men 
all respect for the Eternal God, and no regard paid in the manifestations 
of public and private life to the Supreme Will — nay, every effort and 
every artifice used to destroy utterly the memory and the knowledge 
of God. 

The Coming of Antichrist 

When all this is considered there is good reason to fear lest this 
great perversity may be, as it were, a foretaste, and perhaps the begin-. 
ning of those evils which are reserved for the last days; and that there 
may be already in the world the “Son of perdition” of whom the 
Apostle speaks (2 Thess. ii. 3). Such, in truth, is the audacity and 
the wrath employed everywhere in persecuting religion, in combating 
the dogmas of Faith, in brazen effort to uproot and destroy all rela- 
tions betweén man and the Divinity! While, on the other hand, and 
this, according to the same Apostle, is the distinguishing mark of Anti- 
christ, man has, in infinite temerity, put himself in the place of God, 
raising himself above all that is called God, in such wise that although 
he cannot utterly extinguish in himself all knowledge of God, he has 
contemned God’s majesty, and, as it were, made of the universe a 
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temple wherein he himself is to be adored. “He sitteth in the temple 
of God, showing himself as if he were God” (2 Thess. ii. 4). 


The Triumph of God 

Verily, no one of sound mind can doubt the issue of this contest 
between man and the Most High. Man, abusing his liberty, can violate 
the right and the majesty of the Creator of the universe; but the victory 
will ever be with God — nay, defeat is nearest at the very moment 
when man, under the delusion of his triumph, rises up with most 
audacity. Of this we are assured in the Holy Books by God Himself. 
Unmindful, as it were, of His strength and greatness, He “overlooks 
the sins of men” (Wis. xi. 24) — but swiftly, after these apparent 
retreats, “awakened like a mighty man that hath been surfeited with 
wine” (Ps. Ixxvii. 65), “He shall break the heads of His enemies” 
(Ps. Ixvii. 22) that all may know “that God is the King of all the 
earth” (Ps. xlvi. 8) — “that the Gentiles may know themselves to 
be men” (Ps. ix. 21). 


No Peace without Justice 


All this We believe and expect with unshaken faith. But this does 
not prevent us also, according to the measure given to each, from exert- 
ing ourselves to hasten the work of God — and not mefely by praying 
assiduously: “Arise, O Lord, let not man be strengthened” (Ps. ix. 20), 
— but, more important still, by affirming by word and deed in the light 
of day, God’s supreme dominion over man; and all this, so that His 
right to command and His authority may be fully realized and respected. 
This is imposed upon Us not only as a natural duty, but by the common 
interest of mankind. For who can help being appalled and afflicted 
when he beholds, in the midst of a progress in civilization, justly ex- 
tolled, the greater part of mankind fighting among themselves so savage- 
ly as to make it seem as though strife were universal? The desire for 
peace is certainly harbored in every breast, and there is no one who 
does not ardently invoke it. But to want peace without God is an 
absurdity, seeing that where God is absent, thence, too, justice flies, and 
when justice is taken away it is vain to cherish the hope of peace. 
“Peace is the work of justice” (Isa. xxxii. 17). There are many, We 
are well aware, who in their yearning for peace, that is, for the tran- 
quillity of order, band themselves into societies and parties, which they 
style parties of order. Hope and labor lost! For there is but one 
party of order capable of restoring peace in the midst of all this tur- 
moil, and that is the party of those who adhere to God. It is this 
party, therefore, that we must advance, and to it attract as many as 
possible. if we are really urged by the love of peace. 
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Jesus Christ Is the Only Means of Saving Society 

But, venerable brothers, we shall never, however much we exert 
ourselves, succeed in calling men back to the majesty and empire of 
God, except by means of Jesus Christ. “No one,” the Apostle ad- 
monishes us, “can lay other foundation than that which has been laid, 
which is Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. iii. 11). It is Christ alone, “whom the 
Father sanctified and sent into this world” (John x. 36), — “the splen- 
dor of the Father and the image of His substance” (Heb. i. 3), — true 
God and true man; without whom no one can know God as he should, 
for “neither doth any one know the Father but the Son, and he to 
whom it shall please the Son to reveal Him” (Matt. xi. 27). Hence, it 
follows that to restore all things in Christ and to lead men back to 
submission to God is one and the same thing. To this, then, it be- 
hooves us to devote our care — to lead back mankind under the 
dominion of Christ; this done, we shall have brought it back to God. 
When We say “to God” We do not mean to that inert being heedless 
of all things human, which the dream of materialists has imagined, 
but to the true and living God, in the unity of nature and trinity of 
persons, the Creator of the world, the most wise Ordainer of all things, 
the Lawgiver most just, who punishes the wicked and has reward 
in store for virtue. 


To God through Christ; to Christ through the Church 


Now, the way to Christ is not hard to find: it is the Church. Rightly 
does Chrysostom inculcate: “The Church is thy hope, the Church is thy 
salvation, the Church is thy refuge” (Hom. de capto Eutropio, n. 6). 
It was for this that Christ founded it, at the price of His Blood, and 
made it the depositary of His doctrine and His laws, bestowing upon 
it at the same time an inexhaustible treasury of graces for the sancti- 
fication and salvation of men. 


Restoring the Laws and Counsels of the Gospel 


You see, then, venerable brothers, the duty that has been imposed 
alike upon Us and upon you of bringing back to the discipline of the 
Church, human society, now estranged from the wisdom of Christ; but 
the Church is subject to Christ, and Christ to God. If we, with the 
help of God, bring this task to a happy issue, we shall be rejoiced to 
see evil giving place to good, and hear, for our gladness, a loud voice 
from heaven saying: “Now is come salvation, .and strength, and the 
kingdom of our God, and the power of His Christ” (Apoc. xii. 10). 

But if our desire to obtain this is to be fulfilled, we must use 
every means and exert all our energy to bring about the utter dis- 
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appearance of that enormous and detestable wickedness, so character- 
istic of our time — the substitution of man for God; this done, it 
remains to restore to their ancient place of honor the most holy laws 
and counsels of the Gospel; to proclaim aloud the truths taught by 
the Church, and her teachings on the sanctity of marriage, on the edu- 
cation and discipline of youth, on the possession and use of property, 
the duties that men owe to those who rule the State, and lastly, to 
restore equilibrium between the different classes of society according 
to Christian precept and custom... Such is what We, in submitting 
Ourself to the manifestation of the Divine Will, purpose to aim at 
during Our pontificate, and We will use all Our industry to attain it. 
It is for you, venerable brothers, to second Our efforts by- your holiness, 
knowledge and experience, and, above all, by your zeal for the glory 


of God, with no other aim than that Christ may be formed in all. 
To be concluded 


The Church Unity Octane 


hte te 
HENEVER the holy Sacrifice of the Mass is offered on an 


altar where the Most Blessed Sacrament is exposed, unless 
the Mass itself is offered to honor some closely allied 
mystery such as that of the Sacred Heart of Jesus or His 
Most Precious Blood, the priest, at the secret prayer, re 
peats the sublime petition found in the Mass for Corpus 
Christi: “In Thy mercy, O Lord, we beseech Thee, grant to Thy Church 
the gifts of unity and peace which are mystically signified by the gifts 
we offer.” The Church, in these significant words, points out to us 
that it is in communion with Christ that Christian unity is to be 
attained and peace preserved. In calling attention, therefore, to the 
forthcoming observance of Church Unity Octave — from January 18, 
the feast of St. Peter’s Chair in Rome, to January 25, the feast of the 
Conversion of St. Paul — it is well for us to remember that it was 
at the Last Supper, shortly after the institution of the Most Blessed 
Sacrament, that Christ uttered the profoundly meaningful words which 
are the motto of this Octave of Prayer: UT OMNES UNUM SINT — 
That All May Be One! and that it is through the holy Sacrifice of 
the Mass and Holy Communion that Catholics can contribute in the 
fullest measure to the attainment of the aim of the movement for 
Church Unity. ' 

When we speak of Church Unity, we, as Catholics, speak of a 
definite faith which one and all accept; of definite principles upon 








The Church, the Mystical Bride of Christ, and Guardian of His Treas- 
ures, pleads with her Heavenly Spouse to restore to her bosom the children 
who have left their Father's house, that she may nourish them with the 
Bread of Life, enlijhten them with the Word of Truth, and make them 
partakers of the merits of the Sacrifice of the Cross through the Eucharistic 
Sacrifice. 
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which our life is molded, principles which guide mind and heart and 
will. Catholic unity is far removed from mere sentiment. It is found- 
ed upon the unchangeable truths of the Catholic Church, which in their 
clarity, sublimity and definiteness dissipate error, exact a separation 
from and a detestation of all false teaching, and require not merely 
a personal consecration of the individual soul to God, but a remaking 
and remolding of self in Christ, so that one’s knowledge is conformed 
to the mind of Christ. his will to the will of Christ, and his heart to 
the desires of the Heart of Christ. Hence, it is evident that it is through 
a knowledge of Christian doctrine that this ideal is largely to be at- 
tained, and in the measure that this knowledge is extended to and 
accepted by a greater number of people, in that same measure will 
Church Unity be fostered. 

Certain it is, however, that never before in the history of the world 
has there been a greater need than at present for religious unity among 
Christians so that a “united front” may be presented against the on- 
rush of the forces of evil which have been actively making war in so 
many parts of the world on all that Christianity holds sacred. Under 
the banner of Communism, which attempts to undo the work of Christ, 
the Son of God, a persistent campaign of propaganda and of bloodshed 
has been and is being carried on to wreck the foundations of religion 
and morality. 

With the knowledge of this frightful condition of the world con- 
fronting us, and with the awareness of the need of Christian Unity to 
oppose it, surely there is little need to urge the importance of the 
Church Unity Octave. And while there is a great diversity of thought 
among our non-Catholic friends on the nature of this Unity and on the 
manner of reaching this so greatly desired goal, there can be no doubt 
that all sincere Christians realize that without prayer for Divine guid- 
ance very little can or will be accomplished in solving so vital a 
question. It is no exaggeration to affirm that since its inception in 
1908 this eight-day period of prayer has been an influential force in 
the glorious movement towards a return to Unity among Christians. 
This coming Octave undoubtedly will witness a greater number than 
ever before, both of Catholic and non-Catholic Christians, taking a 
zealous part in fostering this holy cause, not only by prayer, which 
certainly is the primary means, but also by the propagation of this 
Crusade from the pulpit and through literature. 


Daily Intentions of the Octave 


The daily intentions to be prayed for during this Octave are:— 


Jan, 18. (Feast of St. Peter’s Chair in Rome): The return of all ° 
“Other Sheep” to the one Fold of Peter, the One Shepherd. 
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Jan. 19. The return of all Oriental Separatists to Communion with 
the Apostolic See. 

Jan. 20. The repairing of the 16th century breach between England 
and Rome. 

Jan. 21. That the Lutherans and all other Protestants of Europe may 
find their way ‘“‘back to Holy Church.” 

Jan. 22. That all Christians in America may become one in commun- 
ion with the Chair of Peter. 

Jan. 23. The return to the sacraments of all lapsed Catholics, 

Jan. 24. The conversion of the Jews. 

Jan. 25. Feast of the Conversion of St. Paul: The Missionary con- 
quest of the entire world for Christ. 


The special prayers to be recited during the Octave, which were 
approved by Pope Benedict XV, are the following antiphon, versicles 
and oration: 

Antiphon: — That they may all be One, as Thou, Father in Me 
and Iin Thee: that they also may be one in Us; that the world may 
believe that Thou hast sent Me. (John, xvii. 21.) 

V. I say unto thee, that thou art Peter; 

R. And upon this Rock I will build My Church. 


LET US PRAY 
O Lord Jesus Christ, who didst say to Thy Apostles: Peace I leave 
with you, My Peace I give unto you, regard not our sins but the faith 
of Thy Church, and grant unto her that Peace and Unity which are 
agreeable to Thy will, who livest and reignest God forever and ever. 
Amen. 


Besides this “official” prayer it is recommended that at least one 
decade of the Rosary be said for the particular intention of each day, 
and if possible Holy Communion offered for the same intention. The 
following points will suggest other practical ways of working for the 
success of this movement: 


1. Pray especially during the Octave that peace may return to the 
nations and that Catholic Unity may triumph over heresy and schism. 

2. Resolve to do more for foreign missions and make an offering to 
the Society for the Propagation of the Faith. 

3. Do a little fasting or perform some other penance, (e.g., making 
the Stations of the Cross), in reparation for the sins of Christians, 
which have so much hindered the extension of the Kingdom of God, 

4. Devote yourself, your time, your talent, substance and opportunity 
to the all-important work of saving souls. 

5. Resolve to work and pray every day and at all times for the con- 
version of your non-Catholic neighbors. 

6. Spread literature pertaining to the crusade and instructing in 
Catholic teachings. 


It behooves each and every Catholic to do his or her utmost during 
this Octave to realize the petition of Christ: THAT ALL MAY BE ONE! 
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Sinking with God 


0*000 
HAT return shall I make to the Lord, for all that 
He has given to me? (Prayer at the Communion 


of the Chalice.) 
What return shall I make to the Lord: — 


Another year is gone, never to return... 
Another year has come, and this, too, will pass swiftly away. 
I made last year what it was... 
It is up to me to make this year. . . 
a year of sin... 
a year of grace... 
a ‘year of the Lord’’ (Anno Domini)... 


For all that He has given to me: — 
Not a single thing | have, but I have received it from Him. . . 
All gifts of body: — 
existence itself... perfectness of form and stature. . . 
health. .. strength. . . 
sight, hearing, taste, smell, touch. . . 
ability to speak and move... 


All gifts of soul: — 


Natural gifts: — 
a mind whereby to know the world about me... 
a will whereby to seek the good... 
a memory whereby to cherish the past... 
Supernatural gifts: — 
of actual grace... of sanctifying grace... 
of the sacraments... of the Mass... 


What return shall I make to the Lord: — 


Ingratitude is a wretched vice. . . 
so at least in sheer self respect, | must make a return. . . 
and out of real love for Him, | must make a 


Return: — 
by prayerful thanks. . . 
by obedience to His law... 
by the giving of myself... 
(Rev. Francis P. LeBuffe, S.J.) 
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St. Gertrude, the Great 


Continued 
e-O-0-@-0-O-e- 

a1 1 WOULD be impossible in this short sketch to recount 
all the favors that are known to have been bestowed 
by Our Lord upon this chosen soul, whom He deigned 
to treat with such loving familiarity as His spouse and 
intimate friend, confiding to her secrets which we are 
not worthy to understand. Satan was naturally filled 
with envy at the sight of one so holy, and did all in 
his power to disturb her peace of mind and. tranquillity. One day 
when she was reciting the Divine Office with some precipitation she 
saw him at her side, and as she began each verse of the psalm he would 
take it up and hasten through it, leaving many words half articulated. 
When she had finished he turned to her and said in a mocking tone, 
“God has favored you greatly in giving you a fluent tongue! You 
really praise Him excellently, and it is a pleasure ‘to hear you hurrying 
through your Office like this! In just one psalm you have omitted 
several syllables.” Gertrude did not fail to profit by the devil’s mock; 
ery, and learned hereby how vigilant Satan is in noticing the faults 
we commit in the Divine service. 

Another time she was busy spinning wool, and in the course of 
her work she threw some tufts on the ground, which the devil hastened 
to collect as a proof that she had been wanting in her vow of poverty. 
In many similar instances Satan endeavored to trouble her peace of 
mind on account of her little imperfections, but her Divine Spouse 
was ever at hand to dispel her fear by His sweet presence and to pre- 
vent her giving way to discouragement at the sight of her faults. 

Among the many miracles with which Our Lord rewarded St. 
Gertrude’s childlike trust in Him — shown by her turning to Him in 
every emergency with the most absolute confidence in His goodness 
— two are recorded in the Office of her feast of her power over the 
elements. In the first instance, we read of how the winter one year 
had been exceptionally long, and the ground was frozen so hard that 
when springtime came it showed no sign of yielding its produce. Then 
Gertrude prayed lovingly to Our Lord during Mass, telling Him of 
her compassion for the poor country folk and asking Him to bring 
a thaw. No sooner was Mass over, than the path outside the church 
was found covered with water, the sun was shining, and the ice and 
snow were melting fast. The change of weather was so sudden and 
unexpected that people shook their heads and said it could not last. 
They knew nothing of Gertrude’s prayer, but her Divine Spouse did 
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not do things by halves, and a warm spring came to gladden the whole 
country. 

On another occasion, heavy and continued rains threatened to ruin 
the harvest, and the nuns redoubled their prayers for fear of losing 
their corn. Gertrude especially persisted in this petition, until she had 
obtained a promise from God to accede to her request. Then immedi- 
ately the weather cleared and the rain came to an end. 

We read again that sometimes she would obtain the intervention 
of her Spouse almost playfully: as when once she was working at an 
embroidery frame and dropped her needle in the straw with which the 
floor was strewn. The other Sisters who were working with her heard 
her say, “O Lord, all my efforts could not find my needle in the straw 
— do Thou therefore find it for me!” Then putting her hand into the 
straw, she found it instantly. 

Another proof of her reliance on God for the least detail is shown 
by the practice she had of closing her eyes and taking the first thing 
that came whenever a choice was given her, whether of food, clothing, 
or any other object. She thus looked upon whatever she received as 
a gift directly from God, and was equally contented whether what she 
had was new or old, good or bad. Sometimes when she was taking 
her meals she would say to Our Lord, “Accept, O my Divine Spouse, 
this service which I am rendering to the least of Thy little ones, as if 
it were done to Thyself.” It was thus that she ever considered Christ 
as dwelling in her; and as she looked upon herself as the last and 
least of all, she considered that whatever she did or gave to herself 
was done or given to the least of Christ’s little ones. 

Her eager, impetuous love for Our Lord is touchingly exemplified 
in a beautiful little incident which she herself relates. She was pray- 
ing one day before her Crucifix, compassionating the Wounds of her 
Beloved, and pouring out her heart before her Savior, crucified for her 
sake. At length, not being able to bear any longer the thought of 
those cruel iron nails which tore His sacred hands and feet, she took 
them from her Crucifix and in their place put sweet-smelling cloves. 
Our Lord was so pleased with this tender act of love that He vouch- 
safed in return to heal all the wounds left on her soul by sin. At 
this manifestation of Divine condescension she pressed her Crucifix 
more closely to her heart, and covered it again and again with kisses 
in an ecstasy of love, until at length, worn out by her long vigil, she 
said to Our Lord: “Good-night now, my Beloved, let me sleep to renew 
my strength, for I am exhausted after meditating so long.” And as 
she lay down to rest she saw Our Lord detach one arm from the Cru- 
cifix, and heard Him say as He embraced her, “My continual love ex- 
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cites your eager longing, while your tender love for Me gives Me the 
sweetest delight.” Then He deigned to restore her strength by letting 
her rest on His sacred Bosom and drink from the Wound in His Side. 

Once when St. Gertrude was ill and had been suffering much all 
night, the time seemed to her so long that she began to feel depressed. 
Then Our Lord appeared to her, holding in one hand health, in the 
other sickness, and bade her choose between them. She generously 
refused to make a choice, declaring that she was indifferent to the 
one or to the other so long as she did but accomplish the holy will 
of God. This resignation rendered her yet more pleasing to her Heav- 
enly Spouse. Causing her to rest upon His Sacred Heart, He explained 
to her the advantage of sufferings. 

Our Divine Lord exacted the utmost purity of intention and love 
from Gertrude on all occasions. Once when she complained to Him 
that a certain person whom she loved, and for whose perfection she 
had done much, repaid her only with ingratitude and despised her 
love, Our Lord made answer that He had permitted her to receive this 
unkind treatment in order that she might understand once for all that 
it is vain to look for fidelity from creatures, and that she must expect 
it only from God. 

The virtues of this great saint were not only profitable to herself, 
but by means of her example many of the religious of her monastery 
were raised to a high degree of perfection. She had the joy, even 
on this earth, of seeing the degree of glory to which many who died 
before her had attained. She received also a special favor from Our 
Lord whereby she was enabled to see in what dispositions the nuns 
of her monastery were at the hour of their death, and to help those 
who were in purgatory. She was untiring in her love and charity in 
making efforts for their speedy release, never desisting until she saw 


them safe in their heavenly home. To be continucd. 
Christmas behind Barbed Wire 
Continued 


Experiences during six years in concentration camps, related by Rev. 
Dr. Joseph Steinkelderer, at present Director of the Caritas Relief Organization 
at Innsbruck, Tyrol, Austria. 

UR condition at Sachsenhausen grew worse from month 
to month. The clergy in the camp soon numbered 
several hundred. We were strictly segregated, living 
in two isolated barracks under the sharp supervision 
of our overlords, who with Draconian (barbarously severe) punish- 
ments suppressed any and every expression of religion. Our former 
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supervisor seemed good to us now after being replaced by a criminal 
from the Berlin underworld with a past record of some twenty arrests. 
It was at this time that our misery reached its lowest ebb. Being with- 
out any protection, we were constantly exposed to the distraining 
methods of our tyrannical supervisor, who even deprived us of our 
provisions. He was not a problem to us as had been his predecessor; 
he was simply monstrous, and spelled complete misfortune for us. 

The prisoners frora the two barracks were soon squeezed into one 
again. Without beds, we had to spend the night lying on the floor, 
so close together that we had to draw up our knees to make room for 
all. Despite our pleadings and protests, the sick had to lie in the 
large latrine, on the cold, unsanitary floor, lest they disturb the rest 
of the supervisor. Admittance to the place assigned to the sick was 
impossible. We priests took turns sitting up and watching with the 
sick and dying, trying to render them such assistance as we could in 
their last hours, 

Besides, we were engaged in hard work of every description. Our 
discouragement grew from day to day, as each one could about calculate 
how much longer his strength would hold out, and we prayed only for 
grace to make the last sacrifice in the manner in which we had often 
pictured it to ourselves in our better days. The meeting with the 
underworld in prison garb was all the harder to bear, as we had ex- 
pected to find in our co-prisoners understanding and consideration, and 
not henchmen who helped to conduct the camp. 

Then came the 5th of August, 1940, a day that none of us will 
ever forget. The order was given: “Clergy, attention! You are to 
be divided into three barracks. The supervisors of the camp will pre 
pare your beds at once!”” We did not trust our ears. But the big sur- 
prise came with the order: ‘“‘Twenty men who understand their busi- 
ness will clean up block 57 and arrange it for a chapel. A Mass kit 
is to be gotten from the commanding officer. Tomorrow morning and 
from then onward, the priests will hold religious services!’”” We did 
not know whether we were dreaming or whether a cruel trick was 
being played on us. ; 

There was not much time for thinking. I joined the volunteers. 
Our joy gave us strength and we went to work with a will. But all 
of a sudden a group of SS men, with drawn pistols and clubs, rushed 
into the room, and amid all kinds of blasphemies pursued us until we 
had all disappeared through doors and windows. Ah, we thought, 
these men merely want to find out whether we are still thinking of 
religious services and of the Church. But they departed, and we were 
allowed — yea, compelled — to continue our work, and soon the tem- 
porary chapel was ready. The loud blasphemies of the SS men re- 
minded us of the roaring of the devil previous to being expelled by the 
command of God, as related in the Gospel. ; 

It is impossible for me to describe the happiness, the joy, the 
gratitude we felt in our hearts when the next morning nearly a thou- 
sand of us priests surrounded the altar to co-celebrate the first Mass and 
to welcome Our Lord and God into our midst, inside of the barbed 
wire. We had to get up earlier in order not to neglect our work. 
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Because of the black-out (it was near Berlin) there were only two 
candles burning, well-shaded. To save time we received Holy Com- 
munion in a manner that intensified the impression of a celebration 
in the catacombs. On entering, each one took a host from a plate 
(for a time we even had to use the ordinary camp bread, Rome having 
given the necessary dispensation), and held it in the palm of our hand. 
Thus our hands, consecrated at our ordination to the holy priesthood, 
became living patens. The priest at the altar (only one and the same 
was allowed to celebrate daily) consecrated our hosts at the same time 
as he consecrated his own, and at Holy Communion each one received 
from his own hand our Lord and Savior under the species of bread. 
Thus in our extreme distress and anxiety, Christ fulfilled His words: 
‘“‘Behold, I am with you all days, even to the end of the world.” And 
God came into this citadel of hatred where every day it was proclaimed 
that the end of the Church and of Christianity was at hand. While 
it is true that our Holy Father and our bishops had tried again and 
again to assist us, only God in His almighty power and merciful love 
was able to overcome all the obstacles which from a human standpoint 
seemed insurmountable. We never learned what means Divine Provi- 
dence employed to accomplish this. 

At the end of 1940 the clergy from all camps were transferred to 
Dachau. Soon we numbered about 2,000. The administration of the 
camp tried by all means to prevent our having a chapel, but after a half 
year Christ appeared in our midst under the Sacramental Species, and 
we were able to receive from Him daily in the Holy Sacrifice, new 
consolation, light and strength. : 

Not long afterward we were rejoiced to receive also our breviaries. 
No doubt those in charge of the camp had no idea what help and 
strength our tortured souls derived from the recitation of the psalms, 
which contain such anxious cries to God for help, and such wonderful 
acts of trustful abandonment to His holy Providence, which seemed 
as if composed especially for us. Time and strength allowed only a 
short breathing of the soul, as for instance, the recitation of the 54th 
psalm: “Hear, O God, my prayer and despise not my supplication: 
Be attentive to me and hear me. I am grieved in my exercise and am 
troubled, at the voice of the enemy and at the tribulation of the sinner. 
For they have cast iniquities upon me, and in wrath they were trouble- 
some to me. My heart is troubled within me: and the fear of death 
is fallen upon me. Fear and trembling have come upon me, and dark- 
hess hath covered me: And I said: Who will give me wings like a 
dove, and I will fly and be at rest? Lo, I have gone far off, flying away; 
and I abode in the wilderness. I waited for him that hath saved me 
from pusillanimity of spirit and a storm...” 

Or Psalm 21, which Christ Himself prayed in His dereliction upon 
the Cross: “O God, my God, look upon me: why hast Thou forsaken 
me?... But I am a worm and no man, the reproach of men and the 
outcast of the people. All they that saw me have laughed me to 
scorn: they have spoken with the lips and wagged their heads. He 
hoped in the Lord, let Him deliver him... They have opened their 
mouths against me, as a lion ravening and roaring. I am poured out 
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like water... and my heart is become like wax. For many dogs 
have encompassed me: the council of the malignant hath besieged me. 
But Thou, O Lord, remove not Thy help to a distance from me. Save 
me, O Lord,.. I will declare Thy Name to my brethren: in the midst 
of the Church will I praise Thee...”’ 

At this time I also met the God of vengeance and punishment. 
From my home town came the report of what had happened to the 
man who had so anxiously sought my arrest. I had appealed to the 
officials because of repeated outrages against Crucifixes but he had 
tried to set aside the appeal by telling that secretly at night he had 
cut off pieces of the Hitler Oak and accused me as the culprit. To start 
any court proceedings against him was futile, but public opinion soon 
compelled him to look for work elsewhere. Here, through a powder 
explosion, he lost both his eyes. A half year later he was declared 
insane and taken to an institution, and upon his discharge three months 
later, he committed suicide. ‘“‘Mine is the vengeance,”’ says the Lord, 
and I have never been tempted to inflict any punishment upon my 
enemies. 

Our life was a continual up and down. Sometimes we fared a 
little better, and again, worse. Still, Divine Providence always proved 
to us that we were not forgotten. True, we had to endure the catas- 
trophe of hunger in 1942, when in the priests’ block of the camp the 
mortality rate reached t@n a day because of general loss of strength. 
A surprising alleviation in the form of beds to rest upon and additional 
nourishment for us priests came as a gift from heaven, but lasted only 
a few months. In 1943 the government of the Reich permitted us to 
receive packages of provisions from home, to preserve our strength 
for work, This was assuredly our preservation from starvation. But 
in the same year typhoid broke out among us and claimed many victims. 
In addition, hundreds of priests who were unable to work were taken 
to the infamous gas chambers; and many others fell victims to the 
criminal experiments of the SS medicoes. For this latter purpose, all 
the Jews were taken first, then the criminals, and finally, because of 
their lack of strength for work, priests were taken almost exclusively. 
Thus of the approximately three thousand clergymen who were taken 
to Sachsenhausen and Dachau, about half lost their lives. 

But with all the adversities that befell us, one thing remained 
unmolested: our chapel and the Divine service; and this in spite of 
the fact that letters sent secretly by priests to the outside had been 
intercepted, drawing upon us severe penalties, and giving us reasons 
to fear that we would be reduced to the status of our first years in the 
camp. Yes, in the chapel things were even gradually embellished. The 
services became more solemn and impressive with choral and poly- 
phonic music. On Sundays, one Holy Mass followed upon another, 
especially after our last chaplain had obtained permission from the 
authorities for all of us to take turns in celebrating. Sermons and 
conferences by experienced pastors from all countries made our com- 
munity a true international school, uniquely important in the history 
of the Church. Different bishops sent us festive vestments and other 
precious furnishings for our chapel. By using as bribes provisions 
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sent to us, we were able secretly to obtain all kinds of decorations and 
furnishings for the chapel from the different workshops and from the 
gardens. We gladly brought the sacrifice, for our chapel was our great 
consolation, our pride, and the pledge of God’s help. ‘It was ag if an 
angel with a flaming sword stood at the entrance of the chapel to ward 
off all perverse influences. It was for us a living proof that our God 
is the God of the living and that He is the stronger one, now and 
always. To be concluded 


Thousands in Europe Face Death from 
Disease, Starvation and Exposure 


HOUSANDS — yes, tens of thousands — of men, women and 

children are in imminent danger of starving and freezing as winter 
comes to Europe, unless immediate and adequate help comes from 
other countries in the form of food, clothing, vitamins and medicines. 
People die quickly when they have been starving and freezing for a 
long time, and if help is not given them promptly, it will be too late. 
Bodies which have been undernourished for a long time are the more 
sensitive to cold, and can offer little resistance to disease. Moreover, 
when these people are only scantily clad, andgmust live in wind-swept 
ruins of houses, cellars, etc., they suffer acutely from the winter’s cold 
and many fall victims to pneumonia, tuberculosis and other deadly 
diseases. 

In all the many letters and reports received from central Europe, 
the one great fear is expressed — dread of winter and fear of not 
being able to survive its rigors. The people are trembling before 
the ghost of winter, and raise their feeble voices in an earnest plea 
for help before it is too late. 

Among the many heart-rending appeals received lately from re- 
ligious communities, four or five were from convents of perpetual 
adoration. The Sisters are living in damp cellars and other crowded 
and unhealthful quarters, and are subsisting on the barest necessities 
of life. Yet they are cheerful and courageous, and are striving to keep 
unbroken their vigils of adoration before the Most Blessed Sacrament. 
Our Divine Lord wills that the members of His Mystical Body should 
be mutually solicitous for and helpful toward one another. It is for 
us, therefore, to come to the aid of these His suffering members, and 
for His love to share with them the means of livelihood which we still 
possess in abundance. 

Offerings sent to our convent will be devoted to the relief of these 
war sufferers, and God will surely reward with rich blessings those 
who thus come to the aid of His afflicted members. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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ARTICLE XII — LIFE EVERLASTING (continued) 


sereforenefornetonee 

AVING contemplated, in spirit, the dismal dungeon of hell, and 

H the frightful tortures of its unhappy inmates, let us now turn 

our gaze to a more pleasing and consoling vision, —- the bright 
and beautiful mansions of heaven, where the faithful friends and ser- 
vants of God rejoice with Him forever in everlasting blessedness. As 
the considerations of the horrors of hell are naturally depressing and 
revolting, though they incite a salutary fear, so the considerations of 
heaven cannot but inspire great joy and consolation and give wings 
to ardent desires to attain to that blessed abode which God hag pre- 
pared for those who love Him. 

Although, as we have said, the term “‘life everlasting’’ applies also 
to the never-ending existence of the demons and the lost souls in hell, 
it refers more specifically to the life of the just in heaven; for ‘eternal 
life,” in the language of Holy Scripture, is synonymous with the eternal 
blessedness of heaven, as a few quotations, out of many, will show. 
Thus in the Gospel of St. Luke (xviii. 18) a certain ruler asks Our 
Lord: “What shall I do to gain eternal life?” In the Gospel of St. 
Matthew (xix. 29) we are told that those who have left all things for 
Jesus’ sake “‘shall possess life everlasting’; and again, that “The just 
shall go into life everlasting’ (xxv. 46). And St. John writes in his 
first Epistle (ii. 25) that the promise Christ has given to those who 
follow Him is life everlasting. In each case, life everlasting indicates 
the eternal happiness of heaven. 

e 


Heaven, a Divine Reality 


To all who profess the Catholic Faith, heaven is a Divine reality, 
a truth of Revelation that cannot be denied. There are those, how- 
ever, who deny the existence of. heaven, just as they deny the existence 
of God, the existence of hell, and the immortality of the soul. These 
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are the atheists and materialists of all centuries, the rationalists who 
teach that the soul of man perishes with the body. But for us there is 
no need of argument to establish a truth which Holy Scripture pro- 
claims in numerous passages, which our holy Mother the Church con- 
stantly teaches in her doctrines, her liturgy, and her sacred ceremonies, 
and which even reason supports with many proofs. 

“This land of happiness,’’ says a spiritual writer, “ranks first 
amongst the works of God, because Jesus chose it, from the beginning 
of the world, to be hereafter His habitual dwelling, as King of men and 
Father of the glorified human race. Because of the excellence of its 
destiny, it surpasses in beauty and perfection all the other Divine crea- 
tions. In a far higher degree than the terrestrial Paradise, which was 
its image, it offers to man all that delights his senses and interests his 
intellect... When the Church, then, speaks of exile, of country, of 
reunion in the land of the living, the mansions of the heavenly Jeru- 
salem, etc., these pious and mystical terms express a great reality. Yes, 
man, at his exit from life, really enters into his true fatherland and 
becomes a citizen of a real kingdom, the common meeting-place of the 
glorified human race.” (‘‘Beyond the Grave,” Rev. E. Hamon, S.J.) 


What and Where Is Heaven? 


Heaven is the dwelling place of God, which He shares with His 
angels and saints. It is referred to in Holy Scripture by a variety of 
names, which in some measure reveal its nature. It is called the king- 
dom of heaven, the kingdom of God, and the joy of the Lord (Matt. 
v. 3; xiii. 43; xxv. 21); the kingdom of Christ (Luke xxii. 30); the 
Father’s house (John xiv. 2); the city of the living God, the heavenly 
Jerusalem (Heb. xii. 22); a crown of justice (2 Tim. iv. 8); the crown 
of life (James i. 12); and many other similar names. 

As for the location of heaven, the Church has made no formal 
declaration nor do the Scriptures mention a definite locality. Both, 
however, indicate that it is above the earth, beyond the skies. The 
Gospels frequently mention Our Lord’s custom of raising His eyes 
heavenward — that is, toward the sky — when He prayed to His 
Heavenly Father, or blessed His followers, as also when He instituted 
the Blessed Sacrament, and on many other solemn occasions. At His 
ascension into heaven, the evangelists tell us, He rose from the earth 
and disappeared beyond the clouds. The Church embodies these facts 
in her liturgy, and thus implicitly if not explicitly teaches that our 
heavenly home is above the starry firmament. 

There are some who believe that heaven is everywhere, just as 
God is everywhere, and that the blessed can move about freely in every 
part of the universe and still be always with God. Most theologians, 
however, hold the opinion, as being more appropriate, that heaven is 
a special and glorious abode, with definite limits. Just as every king 
of this world possesses a palace where he maintains a magnificent court 
and from which he exercises his power, so also, they say, God, the King 
of heaven and earth, has a definite dwelling place where He reigns as 
king and where He dwells as a father in the bosom of His family. This 
opinion has the support of Our Lord’s own words, “In My Father’s 
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house there are many mansions’ (John xiv. 2), which indicate that in 
heaven there are varying degrees of honor, dwellings more or less 
magnificent according to the merits of their occupants, and would 
suppose an organized society resembling our society upon earth. 


Heaven, a State and a Place 


What was said of hell may also be said of heaven, namely, that 
it is a state as well as a place. As mentioned in a previous issue (June, 
1946), it is the place where the good are eternally rewarded, and at 
the same time it demands of its inhabitants a state of perfect charity 
which can never be lost. As hell is the place and the state of damna- 
tion, so heaven is the place and the state of beatitude. It is the state 
of those who, with the help of God’s grace, have successfully accom- 
plished the work of their salvation, and by perfect charity have made 
themselves fit for eternal union with God. Were the souls of the 
blessed not in the state of perfect charity, they could not be happy 
even amid all the splendors and joys of heaven, for they would not be 
in the requisite condition to enjoy them. 


A General View of the Happiness of Heaven 


St. Augustine, at the request of a friend, was about to attempt 
to write a short treatise on the joys of heaven. He had already taken 
up his quill to write to St. Jerome for counsel on some points, as was 
his custom in such matters, when suddenly his cell was flooded with 
an unearthly light and pervaded by an inexpressibly sweet perfume. 
Astonished, and rapt in ecstasy, the saint heard a voice saying to him: 
“What are you doing, Augustine? Do you think one can pour the 
ocean into a small vessel, or encircle.the globe with one’s hand? Would 
you see what no eye can see? Would you understand what no human 
heart has ever yet understood? Would you comprehend what is in- 
finite and incomprehensible? With what measure do you propose to 
measure the immeasurable?’ — It was the voice of St. Jerome, who 
that very day had died at Bethlehem. 

The Prophet Isaias, accustomed to penetrating the mysterious veil 
of the future, could only say concerning the marvelous joys which God 
has prepared for His elect: “From the beginning of the world no 
man has understood, no ear has heard nor eye has seen — save Thou 
alone, O God — what Thou hast prepared for those who await Thy 
coming” (lxiv. 4). And St. Paul, transported in spirit to heaven, 
could only repeat in awestruck wonder the words of the prophet that 
“Eye has not seen nor ear heard, nor has it entered into the heart of 
man, what things God has prepared for those who love Him.” 

In a similar manner, St. Catherine of Siena, who had been per- 
mitted to see, in ecstasy, a ray of heavenly glory, exclaimed: “I have 
seen marvels! I have seen marvels!’”” When pressed by her confessor 
to explain what God had manifested to her, she replied: “I should be 
guilty of a grave fault if I pretended to do so, for human words can- 
not express the value and-magnificence of heavenly treasures.” 

Is it not presumptuous, then, for us to attempt to describe the 
beauties and the joys of the celestial paradise? _ Yes, assuredly it 
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would be so if we endeavored to do it on our own initiative. But 
far from seeking to penetrate this sublime mystery with our own 
limited intellect, we shall call to mind in simplicity of heart only the 
teachings of our holy Faith, of Holy Scripture, and of’ eminent theolo- 
gians. Imperfect and incomplete though any description of heaven 
must be, it will nevertheless be a source of great comfort and delight 
to try to realize even in a small way the unspeakable joys that await 
those who merit to receive from God the crown of eternal life. 

Heaven is defined simply as the abode of glory, where perfect hap- 
piness is found. Perfect happiness implies the absence of all evil and 
the possession of all good. God has implanted in the human heart a 
thirst for happiness — a thirst which it seeks in vain to satisfy here 
below, because this longing can be satisfied only by a happiness that 
is infinite and eternal. To be perfectly happy means to possess forever 
a good which so completes our nature and satisfies our desires that 
beyond it there is nothing more we could desire. Now, our nature 
is complex; it.is composed of soul and body, each having many facul- 
ties and powers. And in order that we may be perfectly happy, all — 
these powers must be fully satisfied. At the same time, we must have 
the absolute assurance that we shall never lose this happiness, and 
that nothing can disturb or alter it. But where shall we find a good 
which. will assure to us such a state of happiness? The answer is 
clear: Only in God Himself, the infinite Good. “The heart of man 
is restless,’’ says St. Augustine, “until it rests in God.’’ And it is in 
heaven that this infinite Good will be bestowed upen the elect as a 
reward. 

Heaven, then, is the possession of God Himself, for He has said: 
“IT am... thy reward exceeding great’? (Gen. xv. 1). It is this that 
constitutes the chief delight of heaven, just as the loss of God is hell’s 
greatest pain. 

St. Teresa tells in her autobiography of a vision she was once 
granted of the outer courts of heaven: “The things that I saw were 
so great and so wonderful that the least of them would suffice to amaze 
a soul and inspire her with utter contempt for the goods and riches 
of this earth. No human mind can form an image of this, and the 
vision filled me with such inexpressible joy, and inebriated me — so 
to say — with such a sweet sense of satisfaction, that I cannot pos- 
sibly explain it. While Our Lord permitted me to behold these won- 
derful things, He said to me, ‘See, My daughter, what they forfeit 
who offend Me.’ The impression that this vision left on my soul was 
a great contempt for everything transitory, so that all the riches and 
pleasures of this world seemed to me nothing but vanity, emptiness 
and falsehood.” 

St. Vincent Ferrer says: “The glory of heaven is so incompre- 
hensible that all the sufferings of this life, even all the tortures en- 
dured by the martyrs, would not suffice to merit even an hour of 
heavenly bliss.” 

And St. Augustine writes: “In this holy city of God there is 
neither grief nor sorrow, neither tears nor suffering, but joy and felic- 
ity, pure and overflowing. A sweet, everlasting, imperturbable peace is 
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there the heritage of the children of God. There they will possess not 
merely all they desire, but so much that there will be nothing more 
they could desire. Their hearts will be fully satiated, their souls sub- 
merged in streams of heavenly bliss, in an ocean of beatitude. Not 
the possession of all riches together, but infinitely more — the Foun- 
tain and source of all riches, God Himself, will be their inheritance. 
The joy and bliss of God will not in reality enter into their souls; this 
were too little. But the predestined who have merited heaven will 
enter into the joy of the Lord, into His own infinite, Divine beatitude.”’ 


To be continued. 


St. Mechtilde’s Our Father for the Poor Souls 

~F0004— 

NE day, when St. Mechtilde had communicated, she was 
praying to God and beseeching the Divine Victim of 
the Altar for the liberation of the holy souls, imploring 
that He Himself might be to them the forgiveness of 
all sins, and might supply for all their negligences. 
Then Our Lord said to her: “Say for them one Pater 

Pas Noster in union with the intention with which I gave 

that prayer from My Heart to men.” -At these words 
the saint understood that she was to say the prayer with the following 
intentions :— 

At the words, Our Father, who art in heaven, she was to desire 
that indulgence might be given to the holy souls for not having loved 
with sufficient reverence, nor duly honored so worshipful and loving 
a Father, who, out of mere compassion, had raised them to the dignity 
of being called “sons of God,” and, moreover, for having angered Him 
so many times by their sins, and for having very often cast Him out 
of their hearts, in which it was His will that He should dwell and 
reign as in His own heaven. At the same time she prayed in union 
with the loving penance and satisfaction which our innocent Brother 
Jesus Christ performed for them, that He would receive the love of 
Our Lord’s Heart, with the same reverence and honor which Jesus 
showed Him during His human life, in atonement for these sins. 

The words, Hallowed be Thy Name, she was taught to offer in 
satisfaction for their having never worthily venerated the Name of 
God their Father, and for often having even taken It in vain! Also 
for having but seldom thought with attention on this Name, and for 
having made themselves unworthy, by their bad living, of that most 
worthy Name by which Christians are called after their Master, Christ. 
She also desired that God the Father would deign to receive that per- 
fect holiness of His Son, whereby He extolled His Father’s blessed 
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Name by His preaching and honored It in all the works of His Hu- 
manity. 

At the words, Thy Kingdom come, the saint understood that she 
was to have the intention of desiring that indulgence might be given 
to the holy souls for never having fervently desired nor diligently 
sought after the kingdom of God, nay, even after God Himself, in 
whom alone is true rest and joy everlasting. At the same time she 
prayed that God the Father would receive the most holy desire of 
His own loving Son, whereby He wished them to be sharers and joint- 
heirs with Him in His kingdom, in satisfaction for all the sloth with 
which they had practiced good. 

At the words, Thy will be done, she was to desire that indulgence 
might be given to the holy souls for not having preferred God’s will 
before their own, and for not having loved it in all things. She also 
prayed that God would receive the union of His Son’s sweet Heart, 
and His prompt obedience, by which He was obedient even unto death, 
as amends for all their disobedience. 


When she uttered the words, On earth as it is in heaven, she under- 
stood in a special manner that those are guilty of great sin who seldom 
offer their will fully to God, and who, moreover, when they have 
offered it, oftentimes take it back again. She also understood that it 
is very necessary that at these words special mention should be made 
of such souls, because by this negligence they are kept at a very great 
distance from God. 

The words, Give us this day our daily bread, inspired her to de- 
sire that indulgence might be given the holy souls for not having re- 
ceived that most noble and to them most useful Sacrament with suf- 
ficient longing, and for those of them who had made themselves un- 
worthy of It, and for those who rarely or never received It at all. She 
was taught to pray at the same time to God the Father that He would 
receive that most fervent love, ceaseless desire, and great holiness and 
devotion of Christ His Son, whereby He bestowed upon us this gift 
that surpasses all gifts. 

When she prayed, And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 
those who trespass against us, the saint was taught to desire that all 
the sins which the poor souls had been guilty of mighty be forgiven them, 
the sins which they had committed of the seven capital vices, and those 
which proceed from them, and especially for not having forgiven those 
who sinned against themselves, and for not having loved their enemies. 
She also prayed to God the Father to receive His Son’s charitable prayer 
which He had made for His enemies, 

At the words, And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
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evil, Amen, she understood that she was to desire that indulgence 
might be given them for not having resisted their vices and lusts, but 
for having so many times consented to their enemy and the flesh, en- 
tangling themselves of their own free will in many evils. She was 
taught to pray at the same time to the Most Holy Trinity, to deign 
to receive all the labors and sufferings of Christ in satisfaction for 
all the past negligences of the souls in purgatory, to free them from all 
evils, and to bring them to the kingdom of glory, which is God Himself, 
and the everlasting Amen. 

After St. Mechtilde had said the Our Father in this manner, she 
saw a vast multitude of souls giving thanks to God with exceeding joy 
for their liberation. 





Little Louvers’ League 
KKK 


AST November, when we told you about ‘Priests’ Satur- 
day,’’ we promised we would tell you sometime about 
Bertha Baumann, “The Little Guardian Angel of Priests’ 
Saturday.” This dear child was born on the feast of the 
holy Name of Jesus, January 2, 1922. At baptism she 

a «(8S given the name “Bertha,” which means “the radiant 

one,”’ but everybody called her Bertl When Bertl was 
still a baby her mother noticed with anxiety that her spine was 
slightly crooked. She took her to the doctor. The doctor tried to 

stretch Bertl’s crooked little legs and spine by fastening her legs to a 

board and placing a twenty-pound bag of sand on her knees. This was 

very painful and caused poor little Bert] much suffering, but she 
bore it patiently. The doctor kept this up for a whole year, but it 

did not help the poor child. 

When Bertl was four years old her mother took her to a clinic. 

Her legs were put in splints, and though most children cry and fight 

against the doctor when this is done, Bert] remained quiet and patient, 

so that the doctor and all the Sisters were greatly astonished. Once 
when her mother visited her, there were tears in Bertl’s eyes. She 
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begged her mother to take off the bandage. When her mother did so, 
she found that the splints were pressing deep into the flesh. But Bertl 
had never complained. Finally her mother took her home without being 
cured, but it was not for long. ; 

Bertl’s mother had to be away from home most of the day because 
she had to work in order to support herself and her little girl. So 
since Bertl could not go out to play with the other children, she was 
alone most of the time. She would spend the long hours happily, 
thinking and praying. Already at the age of two, she knew many 
prayers and pious verses which her mother had taught her. She was 
always careful to say them well, because, as she said, “Only if one 
takes pains to do it well can it give joy to the good God.’’ She was 
always very reverent in mind and body when she prayed, even when no 
one saw her, for she knew that the good God always had His eyes 
upon her. 

Bertl loved to have her mother read to her. She especially liked 
to hear the lives of the saints, It made her very happy too when her 
mother would bring her a holy picture. She was always very grateful 
for everything that others did for her. Sometimes bad children made 
fun of poor little Bertl. They called her “‘a crooked little witch.” This 
hurt Bertl very much, but she said to her mother: “Mother, I can do 
more for God this way. I have more time for God than if I were well.” 
It was always a happy event for Bertl when her mother took her to 
the church. She would sit there very quietly and pray for a long time. 
She was only sorry to leave the good God. But she knew that she 
had God in her heart all the time. 

When Bertl was seven years old, her mother decided to place 
her in a Home for crippled children, so she could go to school and 
learn some kind of work which would help her to earn her living when 
she grew older and no longer had her mother to take care of her. 
It was a great sacrifice for Bertl to leave her dear mother, but she 
was always cheerful and happy, and soon felt quite at home among her 
companions. Bertl had a wheel chair in which to go about. She had to 
sit in it all day. She now also wore a steel brace to support her spine. 
This was a hard penance, especially on hot summer days, but it was 
the only way that she could sit up, and she did not complain about 
the suffering it caused her. She offered it all to Jesus for souls. 

Poor Bertl was so, helpless that she had to be dressed and fed. 
Eating was an act of mortification for her, for she did not have a good 
appetite. But after she had been at the Home for some time she learned 
how to help herself a little. How glad she was to be able for a time 
to put on her own stockings and to raise a spoon to her mouth with 
her weak little hands. ; 

Bertl and the other children had classes in the Home. Their school 
was quite different from ordinary schools. All the children were crip- 
pled. Some went to the classes in wheel chairs, or carriages, or on 
crutches, so there was always a commotion when the bell rang. Bertl, 
of course, went in her wheel chair. She was diligent and very attentive 
at school. She showed herself very grateful and respectful towards her 
teachers. In spite of her pains, Bertl was so gay and happy that she 
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was like a ray of sunshine warming and cheering others. She liked 
to sing the many songs she learned in school. In her spare time she 
liked very much to read. At first she read fairy tales and stories, but 
later she cared only for the lives of saints and saintly children. 

On the feast of Christ the King, in 1930, Bertl began instructions 
for her first confession. She was then nine years old. When the day 
came at Christmas time, she was not afraid. The priest had told the 
children that to be sincere and truthful were the main things in telling 
their sins. On the feast of the Epiphany, January 6, 1931, the priest 
gave the children a sermon which touched Bertl very much. It was on 
the sufferings and poverty of the poor heathen children, whose lot 
was even harder than that of crippled children. He told them that 
they could help these heathen children by filling the hands of God 
with their little sacrifices and sufferings, offered up with love and 
patience for them. In this way they could be little missionaries. After 
that Bertl prayed much for the missions. She also made many sacri- 
fices and offered up her sufferings for them. 

During this time Bertl was preparing herself for her First Holy 
Communion, which was to take place on Easter Monday. How happy 
she was to receive Jesus into her heart on that great day! Her eyes 
shone with a heavenly light. Her heart was filled with grateful love 
as she made her long and fervent thanksgiving. In the evening she 
told the maid who helped her undress that it had been the happiest 
day of her life. She made.a resolution to remain “Always like today,” 
and she kept it faithfully, as her later life showed. 

Bertl was often ill. Once when she was very sick it was feared 
she would die. She was not afraid to die, for her life had been pure 
and good. She edified all who saw her by her patience in her suffer- 
ings. She would spend the whole time praying. But Bertl did not 
die. The children prayed hard for her and she recovered. 

Christmas 1935 came, and among Bertl’s gifts was an almanac. 
She enjoyed the good reading in it. Near the end she found a puzzle 
for which a prize was offered. Bertl tried to solve it. She sent her 
answer to the editor with a little letter she had written. Before a 
reply came she was again very sick. Then one day a beautiful long 
letter arrived. It suggested that she would perhaps be glad to offer 
up her sufferings for the sanctification of priests. Enclosed with the 
letter was a folder about Priests’ Saturday. It explained about offering 
up Holy Mass, Holy Communion, prayers, works, and sufferings on the 
First Saturday of the month for this intention. How thrilled Bertl 
was with the idea! She felt at once that this was her mission in life — 
to suffer and pray for priests! She counted the days until the First 
Saturday. It was then January 24, 1935. The First Saturday would 
be on February 2 — just nine days away. Bert! decided to make a 
novena. Every day she would offer her sufferings and good works for 
priests. Many times a day she prayed: ‘“O Lord, accept all I have for 
priests. Bertl wishes to give the last she has for priests. Yes, O Lord, 
accept my life for priests.’”” No one thought otherwise than that she 
would soon be able to attend her classes again, as she had only an 
attack of grippe. But Bert] felt sure that God would hear her prayer 
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and accept her life for priests. She felt that she would soon go to 
heaven. 

When the First Saturday came, Bertl had grown worse. Some- 
times she could not retain food, so she could not receive Holy Commun- 
ion. She felt this very keenly, but she made a spiritual communion 
instead and offered up her deprivation as a sacrifice. Bertl’s fever rose 
alarmingly. She had a heart attack. Late in the afternoon it was 
decided to call the priest to administer Holy Viaticum and Extreme 
Unction. Bertl could hardly wait for the moment when her Savior 
would come to her. She looked like a little angel in her white bed. 
Everyone who saw her was deeply moved by her devotion. After re- 
ceiving Holy Viaticum, Bertl lived only two hours longer. She lay 
on her bed peacefully praying. The Sisters saw that she was growing 
weaker and weaker, and could not last much longer. Suddenly she 
opened her eyes, raised up, and exclaimed: ‘“O Sister Superior, look, 
many, many...” but she fell back upon her pillow without finishing the 
sentence. Her soul had taken its flight to heaven to be forever with 
God. She had given her life as a sacrifice for priests on her first Priests’ 
Saturday. 

What had Bert] seen? Angels? or children? We do not know. 
Perhaps it was the many priests and missionaries who would be helped 
by her sacrifice. And so it was that Bertha Baumann came to be called 
the Guardian Angel of Priests’ Saturday. May her beautiful life in- 
spire each of our dear Little Lovers to imitate her zeal in praying for 
priests. If you are faithful to Priests’ Saturday, you too can be a 
little missionary like Bertl, and in heaven one of your greatest joys 
will be to have helped priests to become holy and to save souls by 
your prayers and sacrifices. 


NOTE: Perhaps many of you would like to read more about Bertl. If so, 

send 15¢ to the Salvatorian Fathers, St. Nazianz, Wisconsin, and 
ask for the book: Bertha Baumann. Your parents and older sisters and 
brothers will enjoy it too. 


Practice: In reparation for sins profaning the Holy Name of Jesus, 
make a practice of repeating this Holy Name very frequently with rev- 
erence and devotion. 


Aspiration: JESUS! 


Spiritual Vitamin for January 
O Jesus, infuse the Spirit of Thy love into my soul! 
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Follow the mind of the Church by using 
these devotional booklets during January 


Devotions to the Holy Infant Jesus — 


The affectionate conversations with the 
Infant Jesus, very simple and charming, 
which this little booklet suggests, are 
splendid to use in honor of the Holy 
Childhood of Jesus, to which the month 
is dedicated. Also contains a litany, 
aspirations and many beautiful prayers. 
10¢. 


Gems from the Liturgy for the Feasts of Our Lord — (PART | — 
Advent to Pentecost.) You will be able to follow the spirit of the 
Church in an excellent manner by using this booklet to prepare for 
and celebrate the various feasts of Our Lord. It is made up principally 
of Scriptural texts and liturgical prayers which aim to assist the 
soul to enter into the particular character of the feast or Church- 
season, and thus to harvest the special fruit which the Church seeks 
to give to her members through the feast. 96 pages. 15¢. 

PART II — From Pentecost to Advent, is a companion booklet, 
being a continuation of the feasts of the Church cycle not included in 
PART I. Also 96 pages. 15¢. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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The Benedictine Lay Brother 








jHY should not YOU become a Benedictine Lay 
Brother? The Brother's vocation affords a splen- 
did opportunity for serving God and one’s fellow- 
men, and thus of fulfilling the dual command of 
charity. Holy Mother Church especially at this 
time needs many more soldiers in the army of 
Christ. Lay Brothers have the opportunity of serv- 
ing in that army. They make it possible, both 
by prayer and manual labor, that many other 
soldiers of Christ may be trained and sent forth, 
as priests, to help beat back the powers of darkness, which threaten 
to engulf the world. Theirs is a noble vocation, based on the sublime 
motto of the Benedictine Order: ORA et LABORA, and it leads 
to the attainment of that other great motto, PAX, which is the pre- 
cious reward of a life of humble obedience, devoted to the glory of 
God and the sanctification of one’s soul. 

For full information concerning the life of a Benedictine Lay Brother, 
apply to: 
Rev. Brother Instructor, Conception Monastery, Conception, Missouri 
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Make 1947 a Year of Better 
Reading! 


EADING has a profound influence on our lives. Let 
your reading always be an influence for good. Our 
collection of booklets is ideal for every need. Its 
edifying and instructive subject-matter insures interest- 
ing and valuable reading for the Home Library, for 
Study Clubs, Book Racks, the Sick, Missions and 


Retreats, and various special devotions. 


The COMPLETE SET of 74 Booklets (valued at $7.55) 
Special Price of $5.50, postpaid. 


Church Unity Octave 


The Magi were led by the miraculous 
star of Bethlehem to the crib of Christ. 
The star that enlightens those outside the 
True Faith and leads them to the Church 
of Christ is oftentimes a little pamphlet 
which comes into their hands seemingly by chance. Let Church 
Unity Octave — JANUARY 18 to JANUARY 25 — prompt you 
to spread the knowledge of the True Faith by spreading suitable 
booklets. The following are recommended: — 


DO YOU KNOW THE CHURCH? 10¢ 
HOW TO FIND THE TRUE CHURCH 10¢ 
RAYS OF CATHOLIC TRUTH 10¢ 
FOUNTAINS OF SALVATION 10¢ 
SACRAMENTALS 10¢ 
THE ROSARY, MY TREASURE 10¢ 
ASSIST THE SOULS IN PURGATORY — 10¢ 


A complete list of booklets will be gladly furnished upon 
request. Resolve to begin at once to use these “‘spiritual treasures” 
to help you to a better New Year and to foster Catholic Action. 


Reduction for quantities. Postage extra. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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